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canals served as smaller thoroughfares, and the four
main roads were extended across the lake on dikes*
The houses of the lower classes were of adobe, and
those of the well-to-do were of red stone. Usually
they were but one story in height with large flat roofs
covered with flowers of which the Aztecs were pas-
sionately fond. The houses were mainly coated with
a white stucco or cement, and everywhere, towering
far above the lesser buildings, were the pyramidal
temples or teocalli (high places) of stone. These
were built with broad winding stairs or platforms
leading to the summits whereon was the shrine of the
deity to whom the temple was dedicated and the
sacrificial stone.
The largest of these teocalli was the temple built
by king Ahuizotl and dedicated to the god of war,
Huitzilopochtli. The enclosing walls of this temple-
measured nearly five thousand feet around, and were
covered with carvings of festooned braided serpents
called Coetpantli (Serpent-walls). "Within the huge
court the pyramid, three hundred feet square at the
base and over three hundred feet in height, rose in six
platforms of rubble covered with stone facing held to-
gether by cement and coated with gypsum. Three
hundred and forty steps led to the summit where
there were two triple-storied towers, each fifty-six
feet in height, containing statues of the war-god and
sacrificial stones of polished jasper. In this place
the sacred fires were kept burning perpetually, and
were tended by holy virgins. The Aztecs believed
that the extinction of the sacred fires "would bring an
end to their power, and more than six hundred bra-
tiers of these sacred fires were maintained in Mexico,